
Chairs Report 2017-2018. 

 

As we approach Bedwas Gymnastic Clubs annual general meeting it is my task to report on the 

work and progress of the club during the past 12 months. 

2017 saw the club continue to grow in all areas including both membership and number of 

coaches/volunteers. We ended 2017 with membership at 390, an all-time high for the club, 

and 47 coaches and volunteers with approximately 400 names on the waiting list. This is 

fantastic for the club as it means we are helping more children access gymnastics. However, 

this growth was not without all problems, with such an increase in coaches the issue of 

financing coach education needed to be addressed. To help towards this cost we were lucky 

enough to be awarded a number of grants and donations including Community Chest Grant and 

a £500 donation from Caerphilly Masons, amongst others. The club also put on several fund 

raising events including the summer fayre, raffles, guess the teddy bear’s name and the 

Christmas party. 

Another challenge faced by the club due to its continued growth was the amount of work that 

goes on behind the scenes to ensure the smooth day to day running of the club. As all 

coaches/volunteers and directors have full time jobs outside of the time they dedicate to 

the club, the decision was made to employ a fulltime club manager to ensure the continued 

growth does not affect the high standards of the club. In December the position was 

advertised and Wendy Penson was appointed. For a summary of the financial standing of the 

club please see the director of finance year-end report.  

2017 was also a successful year for the competition squad, competitive rec squad and 

recreation gymnasts at competitions and for the first time the club entered disability 

gymnasts in to the prelim competition, with all gymnasts entered reaching and medalling at 

the national finals. During the year the club was awarded the Sports Caerphilly Club of the 

Year, Sally Corden was awarded the Welsh Gymnastics Volunteer of the Year and Alice 

Corden was awarded the Welsh Gymnastics Young Leader of the Year of which we are all 

extremely proud. For a full update on the competition results for the year please see the 

Head Coaches report.  

Looking forward to the future it is our hope to work closely with a number of groups and 

organisations within the wider community to enable as many individuals access to our 

fantastic sport. We would also like to develop a Fund-Raising Committee as this is an area 

where we cannot be complacent to guarantee our continued success. 

As always, the club wouldn’t run without the dedication and hard work of a great many people. 

My thanks go to the very supportive directors, coaches and volunteers without whom we 

simply wouldn’t be where we are today. I must also thank all of you for your continued 

support. 

It is with great interest that I look forward to 2018-2019 and the development of Bedwas 

Gymnastics Club. 

Marietje Ward 

Club Chair.  


